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I recently walked into my home after a
typical work day and turned on the news
and was bombarded with the chaos in
Egypt. I had to pause and count my
blessings. Do you ever just think about
how blessed you are to live in Tyler-
Smith County? We are so blessed to
have our local City and County leadership.
We are fortunate to live in a place where
family and faith are important and we can
live it out without ridicule. With spring fast
approaching and the azaleas blooming
soon, we are also fortunate to live in one
of the most beautiful cities that I know of.

Dr. Ray Perryman, one of the best
authorities on economics in Texas, spoke
at our quarterly meeting in January and
projected positive job growth for Tyler
and Texas in the coming years. This is
welcome news for our local economy.
A record crowd of 500 attended.

Our annual Business Expo was a great
success this year with a record attendance
of over 5,000 and many new participants.
This is the premier event for networking
provided by your Chamber. 

Also in January, the NETRMA broke
ground on segment 3B of Toll 49 which
will connect to Interstate 20. That means
that in just 22 months, around Christmas
2012, it will be possible for the citizens of
Smith County and surrounding areas to
travel the 26 miles along toll 49 from 
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Tyler/East Texas Coalition Day
in Austin a Big Success
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Continued from front cover.

Highway 110 near Whitehouse to the
West up to Interstate 20! Wow!
Transportation is vital to our area
to retain and attract businesses
and families.

The Education and Human Resource
Committee hosted another successful
Groundhog Job Shadow Day, hosted
by Monica Davis, with over 250 students
and 80 businesses participating. Thank
you to those Chamber members that
participated in giving these students a
glimpse of their future.

The Governmental Affairs Committee
recently hosted Tyler Day in Austin
February 28 - March 1, with over
100 community leaders promoting the
Tyler/Smith County area to our elected
officials. This session Tyler joined
Longview and Kilgore to form the East
Texas Coalition and present a larger
stronger presence in Austin. Tyler roses
were presented to our state elected
officials. This is an important event that
is held each Texas legislative session to
help us convey to our legislature the
needs here in Smith County.

Thank you to our many sponsors
including: Allied Waste Services,
AT&T, Austin Bank, Boone & Boone
Construction, Ltd., CenterPoint Energy,
Chesapeake Energy Corporation,
Linebarger, Goggan, Blair & Sampson,
Oncor Electric Delivery, Southside
Bank, Suddenlink Communications,
Texas Spine & Joint Hospital, The
University of Texas at Tyler, The
University of Texas Health Science
Center at Tyler, Trinity Mother Frances
Hospitals and Clinics, TXU Electric,
Tyler Junior College, and CR Roses.

Mark your calendar for our next
Quarterly Luncheon on May 25th
when Mayor Barbara Bass will give
us the “State of the City.”

Thanks for all that you do for
your Chamber.

2011 Azalea & Spring Flower Trail

March 25-April 10

As the snow
melts and
spring comes
to East Texas
and the
Tyler area,
a popular
flower is
once again
honored
with its own
festival. The
Azalea flower
has made

Tyler one of the most popular spring time
stops for travelers to our area attracting
hundreds of thousands of visitors! This
year’s Azalea & Spring Flower Trail is no
exception and is scheduled for March 25-
April 10.

The annual celebration now features
over ten miles of residential gardens,
showcasing colorful azaleas, dogwoods,
tulips, wisteria and many beautiful spring
flowers. Media coverage of the beauty
extends nationwide with coverage in
Southern Living, Better Homes and Gardens
and many other gardening magazines.

The 10-mile driving tour begins at Broadway
and East Houston Streets. From there, visitors
can follow the posted Azalea Trail signs as
they tour one of Tyler’s most attractive
residential areas. Photography is a popular
past time during the trail and is highly
encouraged. For the amateur photographer,
there’s even a photo contest. There’s plenty
of beautiful scenery to photograph, as well
as the lovely Azalea Belles that serve as
ambassadors to Tyler during the spring
event. You will see them smiling and
greeting visitors all along the trail.

There are several other events for visitors and
residents during the three weekends of the
Trail. They include an Arts & Crafts Fair,
Historic Tyler on Tour (tour of six historic
homes), Azalea Quilt Show & Needlework
Exhibit, living history exhibits and
demonstrations, plant sales and many more.

Visitors may obtain trail information at the
Visitors Information Center located at the
Chamber of Commerce office, 315 N.
Broadway from 8:30 am-5 pm, Monday-
Saturday and 9 am-3 pm on Sundays. For a
complimentary visitor packet and other
Trail information, please call (800) 235-5712
or visit www.TylerAzaleaTrail.com.

1st Place Winner
Jana Ezernack of Tyler

Below: 2nd Place Winner
Lisa Kendall of Whitehouse



DISCOVERY SCIENCE PLACE
308 N Broadway  •  903-533-8011

FITZPATRICK ARCHITECTS
1510 S Vine Ave  •  903-592-0728

HEALTHSOURCE OF SOUTH TYLER
10678 FM 346 W, Flint  •  903-894-4599

LILI & DOLCE STYLE DISTRICT
5875 Old Bullard Rd  •  903-617-6993

MEADOW LAKE –
A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

16044 County Road 165  •  903-526-5599

THE HEIGHTS OF TYLER
2650 Eklton Trail  •  903-266-7200

US ARMY TYLER RECRUITING COMPANY
4750 S Broadway  •  903-584-0913

WINGSTOP
7484 S Broadway  •  903-561-0860

ribboncuttings

To promote cooperative efforts with the member entities to become
more efficient, more profitable, and therefore more competitive in

the market place, through shared learning and networking in
continuous improvement efforts based on lean principles.

Air Rover
Brookshire Grocery Company

Cardinal Health
City of Tyler

Tyler Junior College
Distant Land Coffee

Hood Packaging
Luminant

Teknor
Vesuvius

A FEW MEMBER ENTITIES ARE

UPCOMING EVENTS

PURPOSE

Tuesday, March 21, 2011
SCLC Luncheon at Traditions restaurant at 11:30 am to
12:30 pm. Cardinal Health will be presenting their process
improvements with the group.

Tuesday, April 19, 2011
SCLC Luncheon at Traditions restaurant at 11:30 am to
12:30 pm. We will have a workshop on lean principles.

Smith
County
Lean
Consortium

Scott Reily – 903-534-3029

CHAIRMAN



Cindy Smoak
December 2010

Michael Harrison
January 2011

monthcontactors of the

5th Annual

Celebrating
Life

For more information call (903) 592-1661.

Sponsored by

“Opportunities for Living Well”

March 31,2011
8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Harvey Convention Center
Break Out Sessions on popular topics such as:

Gardening, Safety Tips, Staying Fit, Financial Matters,
Volunteering, Medicare/Medicaid updates and much more!

Free Admission to all Seniors  •  Lunch Will Be Provided
Entertainment, Door Prizes and Giveaways.

Michael Harrison is serving on the Chamber Board of Directors as
Chairman of the Membership Services Council and as a member
of SporTyler. He has been a member of the Contact Club for three
years and has received his third Production Award. A financial advisor
with Blekher, Radeke, & Gibson, he is active in the community as a

member of the First Tee of Tyler, Marvin United Methodist Church Administrative Council
and Chair of the Men’s Group. Michael and his wife, Penny, have 3 children.

Cindy works at the TACC where she serves as
Vice President of  SporTyler. Now in her fourth
year as a member of the Contact Club, she has
earned 16 Production Awards. Cindy is currently
a Board member for Parks of East Texas and

Texas Wounded Warriors and was a member of Leadership Tyler Class
22. She and David are the parents of 2 grown children.



Scott Liston
Adolfson & Peterson
Construction
1900 Firman Drive, Ste 700
Richardson, TX 75081
(903) 533-1380
Sponsor: Tim Ogrodnick

William O. Ashcraft
Ashcraft Law Firm
325 N Saint Paul St. Ste 3900
Dallas, TX 75201
(214) 987-0612
Sponsor: Henry Bell

Debby Thurman-Beenel
Bath Wraps by Bath Design
1605 Rocky Ridge Rd
Athens, TX 75751
(903) 677-1758
Sponsor: Tanya Redic

Dave Lorenat
BJ’s Restaurant & Brewhouse
210 WSW LOOP 323
Tyler, TX 75703
(903) 939-2840
Sponsor: Abigail Duty

Ms Kristi A. Moore
Braly and Moore PC
PO Box 6687
Tyler, TX 75711
(903) 597-6550
Sponsor: Vel Williamson

Dr. Patti Sheehy
Copeland Road Animal
Hospital
5113 New Copeland Rd
Tyler, TX 75703-3906
(903) 509-3454
Sponsor: Don Skylar

Dr. John G. Enloe
Creekside Dental
17159 FM 2493
Flint, TX 75762
(903) 894-6064
Sponsor: Mike Harrison

Diana Maness
Culinary Crossroads
2301 S Broadway
Tyler, TX 75701
(903) 521-0778
Sponsor: Kitty Springer

Rolf Reichardt
D G Print & Pack, LLC
PO BOX 4608
Tyler, TX 75712
(903) 534-0400
Sponsor: Cindy Smoak

C. Dean Davis
Davis & Davis PC
11044 Research Blvd,
Suite A-425
Austin, TX 78759
(800) 375-3284
Sponsor: Mike Harrison

Anne Rathbun-Favre
Doris Day Horse Rescue &
Adoption Center
12250 CR 3806
Murchison, TX 75778
(903) 368-1117
Sponsor: Donnie Sommers

Charles Jones
East Texas Promotions
Unlimited Inc
PO Box 133017
Tyler, TX 75713
(951) 314-1910
Sponsor: Don Skylar

Mr. Andrew S. Focht
Edward Jones /Andrew Focht
214 E Fifth St
Tyler, TX 75701
(903) 593-5186
Sponsor: Shawn Wildt

Mr. Erick Hensley
EMH Graphic Design
17444 FM 2493 #1
Flint, TX 75762
(903) 939-2980
Sponsor: Nicole Cox

Kay Bateman
Guier Fence
PO BOX 2002
Flint, TX 75762
(903) 581-7474
Sponsor: Cary Nichols

Dr. William “Kelly” Hood
Healthsource of South Tyler
PO BOX 3004
Flint, TX 75762
(903) 894-4599
Sponsor: Shawn Myers

Mr. Mitch Denson
Hilliard Box Insurance
4802 Kinsey Dr
Tyler, TX 75703
(903) 509-8808
Sponsor: Cindy Smoak

Mr. Patrick Stokes
Horace Mann
1424 WSW Loop 323, A
Tyler, TX 75701
(903) 534-9161
Sponsor: Nicole Cox

Mr. J A. Haralson
J.A. Haralson Moving &
Storage
4134 Chandler Hwy
Tyler, TX 75702-7623
(903) 593-2526
Sponsor: La’Keidra Lincoln

Mr Jimmie Bergman
Jimmie Bergman - State Farm
Insurance
5528 Old Jacksonville Hwy
Tyler, TX 75703
(903) 561-2246
Sponsor: Nicole Cox

Mrs Claudia León
Lili & Dolce Style District
PO BOX 8777
Tyler, TX 75711
(903) 617-6993
Sponsor: Stuart Meisenheimer

Angie Bullington
Liquid Jewels
13451 Vicki Lynn Lane
Troup, TX 75789
(903) 871-2026
Sponsor: Dana Skillman

Katherine Clark
NuSkin and Pharmanex
Distributors
PO BOX 798
Flint, TX 75762
(903) 740-2813
Sponsor: Dana Skillman

Mr. Marc Caskey
Pro Electrical Services
12872 FM 279
Chandler, TX 75758
(903) 852-4175
Sponsor: Kitty Springer

Mr. Upton Beall
Robinwood Bldg &
Development
PO Box 6930
Tyler, TX 75711-6930
(903) 592-6518
Sponsor: Henry Bell

Mrs Ashleigh Endicott
Smashburger –
South Broadway
7484 S Broadway
Tyler, TX 75703
(903) 534-3714
Sponsor: Cindy Smoak

Branch Manager
Southside Bank –
Hwy 64 West
3815 Hwy 64 West
Tyler, TX 75704
(903) 531-7111
Sponsor: Henry Bell

Pam Gabriel
Sweet Gourmet
4554 S Broadway
Tyler, TX 75703
(903) 534-0840
Sponsor: Cindy Smoak

Lori Pennington
Texas State Railroad
PO Box 166
Rusk, TX 75785
(888) 987-2461
Sponsor: Mike Harrison

Ms Velma Tollison
Travel Leaders
3527 S Broadway Ave
Tyler, TX 75701-8708
(903) 581-2000
Sponsor: Tanya Redic

Mr. Mark Kumar
Tyler Express Inn & Suites
2631 W NW Loop 323
Tyler, TX 75702
(903) 526-3700
Sponsor: Tim Ogrodnik

Commander of Tyler Company
U.S. Army Tyler Recruiting
Company
3800 Paluxy Dr Ste 431
Tyler, TX 75701
(903) 581-0913
Sponsor: Cindy Smoak

Mr. John D. Carrasco
Waller Broadcasting
481 E Loop 281
Longview, TX 75605
(903) 663-2477
Sponsor: Tricia Walker

Ms Ashleigh Endicott
Wingstop - S Broadway
15488 FM 2493
Tyler, TX 75703
(903) 561-0860
Sponsor: C.Smoak / A. Duty

newmembers

Lynda York presenting the Volunteer of the 1st Quarter award to
Jim Snow (left) and Shirley Lindsay (right) with Rose Capital
Chapter, Military Officers Association of America.

VOLUNTEER
OF THE
1ST QUARTER
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Tyler Area Chamber News (USPS 447-540) is published

monthly by the Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce,

315 N. Broadway, Tyler, Texas 75702. Member rate

$4.00 annually. Periodicals postage paid at Tyler, Texas.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Tyler Area

Chamber News, 315 N. Broadway, Tyler, Texas 75702,
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Chairman of the Board ......................................Lynda York

Chairman- Elect of the Board............................Jerry Woolverton

Past Chairman of the Board..............................Jim Lambeth

President / CEO ..................................................Tom Mullins

Chief Operating Officer......................................Henry Bell

Treasurer ............................................................Rick Jett

Convention & Visitors Bureau Chairman ........Howard Patterson

Area Development Council, Chairman ............Jerry Woolverton

Business Development Council, Chairman ......Mary Elizabeth Jackson

Membership Services Council Chairman ........Michael Harrison

TACC OFFICERS
2010- 2011
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2929 Crow Rd.
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