
CHAMBER

As we come to the end of a beautiful and
busy spring in our community, I am amazed
at all the volunteer time that is given by so
many of our citizens – such as the hundreds
of volunteers who made this year’s Azalea

Trail a great success. In addition, approximately 1200 volunteers
helped with tours of the HGTV Dream Home which brought in
25,000 visitors to our community. As an added benefit, proceeds
from the Dream Home tours provided $200,000 to 4 local non-profit
agencies in our community.

Thanks to Mike Thomas for Chairing the Vision 2010 Committee
and to the dozens of individuals who volunteered their time and
talent to develop this plan. We look forward to ensuring that the
goals are met to ensure that Tyler and Smith County is a better
place to live and work.

And thanks also to Walter Wilhelmi, Chair-Elect of the Chamber,
for his work with The Long Range Planning Committee as they 
develop and implement an internal plan for the Chamber’s future.

Recently I had the privilege to present the Partners in
Education/Teacher of the Year Awards and was overwhelmed at
the obvious dedication of educators, administrators and businesses
that all work together each and every day to educate our children.

On a sad note, we pause to remember Don Pinkerton, a great
servant of our community. His leadership on so many non-profit
and community boards as well as his dedicated service as a
City Councilmember and County Commissioner was tireless.
He will be missed by many! Our thoughts and prayers are with
his family at this time.

We also take a minute to thank our law enforcement officials
for their commitment each and every day to make our community
a safe place to live.

Tyler is a special place – keep up the great work!

Jeff Austin III
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Senator Kevin Eltife swears in members of the Northeast Texas Regional Mobility Authority
Board including Jay Stokes (Gladewater City Manager), Jeff Austin III, (Chairman),

Jeff Warr, and Tab Beall.

Chairman’s Message

Tyler – What Separates Us From Other Communities!



OF THE MONTHCONTACTORS

Blu Monday
MARCH

Contactor of the Month for March, Blu is new member
of the Contact Club. She has also been a member
of the CVB Tourism Committee. Retired from the
U.S. Postal Service, she is an active community
volunteer serving on the Boards of Leadership Tyler,
The McClendon House, and United Credit Union.

In addition, Blu is also active with the Tyler Museum of Art, the Smith County
Historical Society and Make -A- Wish Foundation.

Sheila Billingsley
FEBRUARY

Sheila has been a member of the Contact Club for
8 months and was named Contactor of the Month for
February. She was recognized as Volunteer of the Year
for 2004 at the Chamber Annual Meeting. Sheila has
been an Account Executive with KLTV for 13 years and
is active in many community activities such as Meals

on Wheels, Junior Achievement and Heart of Tyler. She has one son and two
grandchildren and is an active member of Christian Faith Fellowship in Whitehouse.

CUTTINGSRIBBON

STICHIN HEAVEN
5201 S Broadway • Tyler TX 75703 • 903-939-9872

THE DIGESTIVE HEALTH SPECIALIST
1720 S Beckham • Tyler TX 75701 • 903-595-5101

HORIZON INDUSTRIES
500 N Bois D’ Arc Ave • Tyler TX 75702 • 903-595-3444

ADVANTAGE AUTO
3200 S Southwest Loop 323 • Tyler TX 75701

903-581-1333

KHAKI’S
5201 S Broadway Ste 190 • Tyler TX 75703 • 903-581-0518

PRO HEALTH CHIROPRACTIC
4505 Troup Hwy • Tyler TX 75703 • 903-509-9990

STEWART REGIONAL BLOOD CENTER BUS
815 S Baxter • Tyler TX 75701 • 903-535-5454

NEWCOMER’S CLUB OF TYLER 
713 W Southwest Loop 323 PMB 003

Tyler TX 75701 • 903-565-0004

WAMANI NATIVE AMERICAN STORE
6747 S Broadway • Tyler TX 75703 • 903-509-8540

MCKENZIE TILE & FLOORS
301 S Southwest Loop 323 • Tyler TX 75702

903-596-0346

SMITH TEMPLE HOUSE OF RESTORATION
AND A.D.D.I.C.T. MINISTRIES

1106 Trezevant • Tyler TX 75702 • 903-593-4554

THE BIO MEDICAL RESEARCH CENTER AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS HEALTH CENTER
11937 US Hwy 271 • Tyler TX 75708 • 903-877-3451

#1 R.V. PARK OF TYLER 
12421 State Hwy 31 West • Tyler TX 75709

903-597-6966

BENJAMIN M PHILLIPS
EDWARD JONES INVESTMENTS

212 Grande St Ste C118 • Tyler TX 75703 • 903-561-8719

Start working on your backswing and get
ready for Monday September 19th. Chamber
members will once again tee it up again for the
Eighth Annual TACC Membership Golf Tournament.

The unique tournament will allow for
members to meet and network with other
Chamber members and potential members.

Sponsorships are available including lunch,

beverage and hole sponsors. Information on
the tournament will be mailed to the membership
in August. For information call the Chamber at
903-596-0106 or mtynes@tylertexas.com.

GOLF TOURNAMENT SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 19TH



MEMBERSHIP RECOGNITIONLIFE

The Chamber’s Life Members were recently recognized with a reception which also

recognized Johnny Wright (fourth from left, first row) for whom the award is named. 

THE VISION 2010 STRATEGIC PLAN ADOPTED 
The Vision 2010 Strategic Plan was adopted by the Boards of both the Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce and the Tyler Economic Development

Council in March. Mike Thomas, who chaired the Vision Task Force, presented the report at the meetings which identified the following priorities:

Economy

Biotech

Hispanic Incorporation

Retail Destination

Tax Strategy

Education

Educational Destination

Exemplary Schools

Infrastructure

Arena/Convention Center

Loop 49

Quality of Life

County Master
Development Plan

Downtown Master Plan

The strategic planning process was facilitated by TIP Strategies, Inc.,
Austin, TX and was sponsored by the Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce and
Tyler Economic Development Council.

Task Force meetings were held last fall and participating organizations were
surveyed in January. They included the Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce,
Tyler Economic Development Council, Tyler Metro Chamber of Commerce,
Hispanic Business Forum, and local elected officials in Smith County.

The priorities listed were designed to address a variety of community issues from a “business perspective” and will be monitored over the next
five to ten years for progress and completion. Copies of the plan are available at the TEDC and Chamber offices.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE IS SOLICITING NOMINEES FOR CHAMBER BOARD
The Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Director’s Nominating Committee is soliciting nominees for election to the Board of Directors.

The Nominating Committee selects fourteen names, seven of which will be elected by three-year terms beginning October 1, 2005. The committee
is outlined in the Chamber’s bylaws to include the Chairman of the Board, Chairman-elect of the Board, the Council Chairmen, the Chairman of the
nominating committee, who is an appointed member of the Executive Committee, and three at-large members.

Directors who are retiring in September include: Leslie Bookman, Dean Cagle, Kevin Eltife, Sheila Billingsley, Bill Morales, Robert Owens and
Preston Smith. Anyone wishing to submit names for nomination is urged to contact Henry Bell at the Chamber at 903-592-1018 or by mail.

CALENDAR OF EVENT INFORMATION NEEDED
The Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce maintains a calendar of events which is to inform the public of special events in the Tyler area which

they can attend. Information is needed from various organizations and groups on these special events to keep the calendar current. The calendar is
updated on a regular basis and events must meet the following criteria to be placed on this calendar : The event must be open to the public, there
must be a contact and phone number for further information and there must be an event name, date and location. Groups wanting to place information
on the calendar may call Sherry Watson at 903-592-1661 or email swatson@tylertexas.com. This calendar is also maintained on the Chamber’s
web site at www.tylertexas.com.



PARTNERS IN EDUCATION AWARDS PRESENTED
One of the goals and objectives of the Chamber is to support quality education and one way we do this is working closer with TISD and

other educational institutions on programs such as Partners in Education and Teacher of the Year awards. Partners in Education brings the business
community together with the educational community to work on a common goal: educating the workforce of tomorrow.

Each year the Chamber in conjunction with TISD presents four Partners in Education awards to those businesses, organizations and individuals
who have exhibited outstanding achievement in partnering with the TISD elementary, middle and high schools. At a banquet on April 12th Chamber
Chairman Jeff Austin III presented this year’s awards to “Rookie of the Year”-Carrier Air Conditioning, “Excellence in Corporate Service” to Tyler
Rotary Club, “Most Valuable Partner” to Christ Episcopal Church and “Someone Special” to Dr. Paul Andrews.

TYLER AIRPORT USES GRANT TO EDUCATE CITIZENS
East Texans can book flights directly from Tyler Pounds Regional Airport to almost anywhere in the world.
This concept seems simple enough, but Airport Manager Davis Dickson said there are still people who don’t realize they can conveniently 

book flights from Tyler’s airport to their destination. 
“You’d be surprised how many people think they have to book their flight from Tyler to Dallas or Houston, and then book their flight from those

hubs to their final destination. That makes it a two-step process. It’s often less expensive to make it a one-step process. Simply book the flight
directly from Tyler to the final destination,” Dickson said.

The connection is still in Dallas or Houston, but the savings come from booking the flight once – from Tyler to the destination.
Even when fares from Dallas or Houston are comparable, Dickson said parking at Tyler Pounds Regional Airport is less expensive and more

convenient than parking at either of the larger airports. Additionally, lines for security and baggage claim are much shorter and less of a hassle.
To educate the public about the benefits of flying from Tyler’s airport, the City has used a U.S. Department of Transportation grant awarded last

year to develop commercials, advertisements and billboards. The commercials recently began airing on local TV stations. Advertisements have
already appeared in newspapers across the region and radio commercials will begin airing soon. A billboard on U.S. 69 communicates the same
message – that the Tyler airport is a gateway to the world.

“We just want people to be aware of what a resource their airport actually is and encourage them to use it,” Dickson said. 
Tyler Pounds Regional Airport offers frequent daily service to DFW through American Eagle and George Bush Intercontinental Airport in

Houston through Continental Connection.



MEMBERS
Ms. Denise R. Oliver
A.D.D.I.C.T. Ministries
(A Dedicated Disciple In Christ Today)
1106 Tresevant St.
Tyler TX  75702
(903) 593-4554
Sponsor: Sheila Billingsley

Mr. William Oliver
Abode Construction Inc.
14619 Foxwood
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 521-9350
Sponsor: Sheila Billingsley

Cheryl L. Way
Atmos Energy
2009 E Cotton
Longview TX  75602
(903) 242-4830
Sponsor: Robert Hancock

Nitaya Russell
Baan Nitaya Exotic Thai Cuisine
109 E Erwin
Tyler TX  75702
(903) 535-7850
Sponsor: Stan Nolley

Mr. Eric K. Barns
Barnes Realty LLC
120 W Fifth St Ste 210
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 533-8917
Sponsor: Nancy Brown Larson

Ms. Mary Ramos
East Texas Radio Group KOOI KKUS KOYE KYKX
PO Box 7820
Tyler TX  75711
(903) 581-9966
Sponsor: T Derfelt

Mr. Butch Hall
East Texas Waste Management
1803 Everglades Dr
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 530-0023
Sponsor: Kitty Springer

Wendy Vanderwater
East TX Assn. of Health Underwriters
515 WSW Loop 323
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 581-0077
Sponsor: Kathy Rainwater

Mr. Tony Patel
Econo Lodge
2739 W Northwest Loop 323
Tyler TX  75702
(903) 531-9513
Sponsor: T Derfelt

Dr. Roy A. McClintock
Four Seasons Women’s Health, P.A.
700 Olympic Plaza Circle Ste 418
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 533-8811
Sponsor: Stan Nolley

Mr. Dustin G. Stephens
Four Winds Renaissance Faire
PO Box 1467
Whitehouse TX  75791-1467
(903) 839-5271
Sponsor: Blu Monday

Steve Winston
Help Tyler Realty
135-B Shelley Dr
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 939-8884
Sponsor: Charlott Mapes

Scott Rose
Kelly Tyler Federal Credit Union
2105 Grande Blvd
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 597-7291
Sponsor: Paula Fambrough

Granger Lambert
Lambert’s Window Tinting & Truck Acessories
2020 W Southwest Loop 323
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 581-5425
Sponsor: Shawn Haney

David Dobbs
Law Office of David Dobbs
100 E Ferguson Ste
Tyler TX  75702
(903) 595-2805
Sponsor: Paula Fambrough

Ms. Linda G. Odom
National Home Care
1324 S Beckham Ste 207
Tyler TX  75702
(903) 597-6356
Sponsor: Michael Lavender

Daniel R. Willson
Paradigm Rehab & Nursing
1909 Rickety  Ln
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 581-1223
Sponsor: Robin McRae

Travis E. Parker
Parker Health and Chiropractic
3535 S Broadway Ste A
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 581-5832
Sponsor: Paula Fambrough

James C. Walter
Pathfinder Business Management Consulting
3301 St James Ct
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 253-5615
Sponsor: Paula Fambrough

Stacy Gadsey
Pro Health Chiropratic
4505 Troup Highway
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 509-9990
Sponsor: Jennifer Eckles

Penny Smitherman
Quality Hotel & Conference Center of Tyler
2843 W Northwest Loop 323
Tyler TX  75702-1333
(903) 597-1301
Sponsor: Paula Fambrough

Steve Smith
Quality Lawn Care
16734 CR 192
Tyler TX  75703
(903) 534-4906
Sponsor: Robert Hancock

Randy Shelton
Randy Shelton Real Estate Services
11428 CR 42
Tyler TX  75704
(903) 596-8483
Sponsor: Robert Hancock

Vicki Cooper
Runway Cafe
700 Skyway Blvd
Tyler TX  75778
(903) 526-5252
Sponsor: Gillian Brasfield

Victor Lattanzi
Semper Partners LLC
2400 State Hwy 322 North
Henderson TX  75653
(903) 657-4504
Sponsor: Micheal Lavender

Debby Luttrell
Stitchin Heaven
5201 S Broadway 
Tyler TX 75703
(903) 939-9872
Sponsor: Blu Monday

Becky Bryan
Texas Cattle Company
322 ESE Loop 323
Tyler TX  75711
(903) 534-3650
Sponsor: Stan Nolley

Tim Halcomb
Tim Halcomb
Allstate Insurance Co.
16637 Old Jacksonville Hwy Ste C
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 939-8181
Sponsor: Charlott Mapes

Robert B. Rowlett
Tyler Audubon Society
PO Box 132926
Tyler TX  75713
(903) 561-7973
Sponsor: Charlott Mapes

Mr. John Springer
Tyler Yacht Club Inc.
PO Box 130906
Tyler TX  75713
(903) 882-2404
Sponsor: Kitty Springer

Dr. Michael and Michelle Briscoe
Veritas Chiropractic
3320 Troup Hwy
Tyler TX  75701
(903) 526-9808
Sponsor: Micheal Lavender

NEW

OF THE QUARTERVOLUNTEER

SKIP OGLE SELECTED FOR
2ND QUARTER
The Volunteer of the Quarter for the second quarter of 2004-2005 is
Skip Ogle of Cox Communications. Skip is serving as Chairman of the
Governmental Affairs Committee this year and recently hosted Tyler Day in
Austin February 28-March 1. Skip has volunteered for the Chamber for many
years. He currently is a member of the Board of Tyler Economic Development
Council. “We had one of the best ever legislative days in Austin this year and
much of the success if owed to Skip,” said TACC Chairman Jeff Austin III.
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TYLER
SOLID WASTE
903-531-1388

At Your Disposal!
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Chairman of the Board ......................................Jeff Austin III

Chairman-Elect of the Board..............................Walter Wilhelmi

Past Chairman of the Board ..............................Mike Thomas

President/CEO ....................................................Tom Mullins

Executive Vice President....................................Henry Bell

Treasurer ..............................................................Gary Penkilo

Convention & Visitors Bureau Chairman..........Laura Corbett

Area Development Council, Chairman..............Tony Cain

Business Development Council, Chairman........Aubrey Sharpe

Membership Services Council Chairman ........Paula Fambrough

OFFICERS
2004-2005

TACC

2929 Crow Rd.


